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1.Aims
Nazene Danielle School of Performing Arts (NDSOPA) is committed to providing a broad and balanced curriculum that supports academic, personal, social, moral and physical development. 
Our curriculum promotes creativity, discipline, and excellence through an equal emphasis on academic study and the performing arts. 
The programme of study prepares pupils effectively for the opportunities, responsibilities, and experiences of life in modern British society.


NDSOPA ensures full-time, supervised education for all pupils of compulsory school age, providing experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, human, social, 
physical, aesthetic and creative education, taking into account the ages, aptitudes, and needs of all pupils, including those with SEND or an EHCP. 

The curriculum upholds the fundamental British values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect, and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs.
Our curriculum aims to:
Support and enhance our core values
Promote a positive attitude towards learning
Enable all students to develop knowledge, understanding, and skills essential for life, further study, and future careers
Provide opportunities for all students to achieve the qualifications needed for appropriate further education or training
Offer a wide range of subject choices, including the arts, technology, and modern languages
Deliver in-depth and challenging learning experiences that inspire curiosity and ambition
Support students’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development
Encourage and promote healthy lifestyles
Equip students with the knowledge and skills to keep themselves safe at school and in the wider world

2. Curriculum Intent
Our ambition is to create lifelong learners and creative, hardworking individuals who are eager to explore the world and discover their potential.
We aim to nurture positive attitudes, resilience, and a sense of responsibility for personal learning.
In return, we offer a creative and ambitious curriculum across KS2, KS3, and KS4, carefully designed to provide firm foundations for success at GCSE.
At KS4, students can achieve eight GCSEs alongside a Level 2 Diploma in Creative Arts.
Our vision is that this bespoke curriculum promotes curiosity, fosters independence, and develops a lifelong love of learning.

Subject Overviews
English
Our English curriculum is designed to instil a lifelong love of literature.
Carefully chosen texts engage students and broaden their understanding of different cultures, beliefs, and perspectives.
Themes such as love, conflict, and childhood are explored throughout KS3 to prepare students for deeper analysis at KS4.
English provides a platform to develop empathy, cultural awareness, and communication skills.
Learning is further enriched through extra-curricular trips and experiences that bring literature to life.

Mathematics
Our Mathematics curriculum ensures all students become fluent in the fundamentals, developing their ability to reason and solve problems with confidence.
We follow the White Rose Maths scheme—an ambitious, well-sequenced programme aligned with and extending beyond the National Curriculum.
Higher-level mathematical concepts are embedded within lessons, with tangible, real-world applications that deepen understanding.

Science
We aim to develop in our students an insatiable curiosity about the world around them.
Through exploration and experimentation, students learn to ask questions, test ideas, and draw their own conclusions.
At KS3, extended half-term projects link multiple scientific themes to highlight the breadth of science and its impact on society.
Students are introduced to safe laboratory practices, the scientific method, and key vocabulary.
We celebrate curiosity and critical thinking, nurturing confidence and independence.
At KS4, students work towards two or three GCSEs in Science, depending on their chosen pathway.


History
Our History curriculum encourages students to think critically, question evidence, and understand how past events shape our world today.
It promotes inclusivity and equal representation of all genders and cultures, exploring Britain’s history and the wider world.
Students develop key analytical skills and an appreciation for multiple perspectives.
Educational visits further enrich understanding and inspire a passion for the past.

Geography
The Geography curriculum inspires curiosity about the world and fosters global citizenship.
Students investigate diverse environments, cultures, and economies to understand how the world is continually evolving.
They develop key literacy, numeracy, mapping, and evaluative skills while engaging with real-world data and geographical enquiry.

Art and Design
Our Art and Design curriculum nurtures creativity and self-expression.
Over three years at KS3, students develop fine motor skills, visual analysis, and an appreciation for artistic processes.
They are encouraged to explore light, form, and imagery while building confidence in their own creative voice.

French
Learning French supports our mission to develop global citizens.
Students gain the lifelong skill of communicating in another language, preparing them for opportunities in education, employment, and leisure.
Language learning enhances cultural awareness and broadens horizons.

ICT
ICT is essential in modern life. Our curriculum builds digital literacy and confidence in using technology safely and effectively.
Students learn key computing skills, from coding and data handling to responsible online behaviour.
E-safety is a core focus, with both students and staff trained in digital safeguarding.

Cross-Curricular Learning
Numeracy Across the Curriculum
Numeracy underpins all learning.
All staff share responsibility for promoting and developing mathematical understanding beyond the Maths classroom.
Through themed events, displays, and cross-curricular projects, students see how numeracy applies in everyday contexts—budgeting in PSHE, graph work in Science, rhythm in Music, and data analysis in Geography.
These experiences build confidence and demonstrate the real-world relevance of maths.

Linguistic Development
Communication is central to all learning.
Except for Modern Foreign Languages, all lessons are delivered in English, promoting clear speaking, active listening, fluent reading, and accurate writing.
Language skills are embedded across the curriculum to develop articulate and expressive learners.

Mathematical Development
Maths, Science, Geography, and ICT promote numeracy and logical thinking.
Students learn to recognise patterns, make connections, and apply mathematical concepts to problem-solving through practical investigations and enrichment opportunities.

Scientific Development
Science fosters curiosity, enquiry, and evidence-based reasoning.
Students learn to question, investigate, and understand the natural and physical world through hands-on experiments and guided research.
At GCSE, most students follow the Dual Award pathway, with the Triple Award available for those seeking deeper scientific study.

Technological Development
The ICT curriculum promotes confidence with digital tools, programming, and problem-solving.
Students learn to use technology responsibly, with mobile phones prohibited during lessons.
Our Technological PSHE Day reinforces safe, informed, and balanced digital practices.

Human and Social Education
Subjects such as History, Geography, and Religious Studies deepen students’ understanding of society, culture, and belief systems.
They foster empathy, critical thinking, and moral awareness.
These values are reinforced through PSHE days, assemblies, and school-wide initiatives promoting respect and citizenship.

Physical Education and Wellbeing
Physical development and wellbeing are central to life at NDSOPA.
Students follow a performance-focused curriculum that promotes health, fitness, and body awareness.
Wellbeing is prioritised through dedicated Wellbeing Weeks, supporting both mental and physical health.

Aesthetic and Creative Development
Creativity lies at the heart of NDSOPA’s curriculum.
As a performing and creative arts school, we celebrate originality, imagination, and artistic expression.
Through Art, Music, Drama, and Dance, students learn to communicate powerfully and develop technical excellence alongside their own artistic voice.
These experiences prepare them to thrive in the creative industries and beyond.









Safeguarding
Students are taught how to keep themselves safe in school and in the wider world through:
The curriculum
PSHE / RSE lessons
Special events and workshops

PSHE and RSE Aims
The PSHE/RSE curriculum aims to:
Encourage pupils to consider moral considerations, family life, and personal responsibilities
Promote respect, self-esteem, self-awareness, and self-control
Develop sensitivity to rights and responsibilities and the skills to make informed moral decisions
Equality and Inclusion
NDSOPA adheres to the Equality Act 2010, supporting protected characteristics:
Age, Disability, Gender reassignment, Marriage and civil partnership, Pregnancy and maternity, Race, Religion or belief, Sex, Sexual orientation
A student leadership programme ensures pupils lead subcommittees to promote inclusivity, safety, and wellbeing for all.
Parental Rights
Parents may request to withdraw children from sex education in secondary school up to three terms before the child turns 16.
Relationships Education in primary and secondary is mandatory to ensure all children learn about family, friendship, and safety (including online).
The school respects religious backgrounds and reviews content to comply with all protected characteristics.

RSE and Health Education Content
Physical Health, Relationships, and Sexual Health
Pupils are taught:
Laws and concepts of sexual consent, exploitation, abuse, grooming, coercion, harassment, rape, domestic abuse, forced marriage, honour-based violence, and FGM
Healthy intimate relationships, including trust, loyalty, consent, respect, and communication
Reproductive health, fertility, contraception, pregnancy, miscarriage, and options available
STIs and HIV/AIDs, including transmission, prevention, and testing
Impact of drugs and alcohol on sexual behaviour
Access to confidential sexual and reproductive health advice
Marriage and Relationships
Legal aspects of marriage, consent, violence against women, pornography, abortion, sexuality, gender identity
Safe online behaviours, including sexting and image sharing
Risks of criminal exploitation, gangs, extremism, and hate crime
Physical Health
Healthy eating, nutrition, exercise, lifestyle and mental wellbeing
Science of blood, organ and stem cell donation
Personal hygiene, dental care, sleep, puberty, menstruation
First aid, CPR, and defibrillator awareness
Substance misuse, including legal and illegal drugs and alcohol
Emotional Health and Technology Awareness
Understanding relationships, trust, honesty, boundaries, conflict management, and consent
Recognising and managing stereotypes, bullying, cyberbullying, and online harassment
Mental health awareness: early signs, common conditions, and strategies for wellbeing
Online safety, responsible social media use, and understanding risks of harmful content

Cultural Diversity and Identity
Pupils will learn to:
Develop self-esteem and a sense of belonging
Recognise and value diversity in society
Understand multiple identities, beliefs, cultures, and histories
Understand human rights and challenge intolerance and discrimination
Recognise factors influencing communities and global interconnections
Appreciate and respect religious, gender, and sexual equality, including LGBTQ+ rights

Financial Health and Careers Education
Financial literacy:
Budgeting, debt, credit, loans, mortgages, rent, pensions, taxes, savings, investments, and financial planning
Awareness of cyber theft, online payments, currency conversion, and the cost of living
Careers education:
Information about higher education, UCAS, student debt, life skills, and employment
Careers in the creative industries and the wider world of work
Careers education, information, advice, and guidance is provided to all students.
Additional independent advice is offered by qualified careers advisors.
The school is committed to meeting the Gatsby Benchmarks for careers education.

Democracy, Citizenship, and British Values
Pupils learn about:
Democracy, voting, elections, and political systems
Differences between UK and international political systems
Parliament, lawmaking, and legal rights
Responsibilities of citizenship and fundamental British Values
Pupils are supported to become well-rounded citizens prepared for life in British society.
Fundamental British Values and SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural) topics are explored through collective reflection.
Each class develops a class contract, agreed upon by students, displayed in classrooms, and regularly referred to throughout learning.



Community Cohesion
Pupils are taught to:
Understand communities, their importance, and differences locally and nationally
Engage positively and safely in community life
Recognise anti-social behaviour and contribute to community projects

Inclusion
Teachers set high expectations for all students, including:
More able students
Students with low prior attainment
Disadvantaged students
SEN students
Students with English as an Additional Language (EAL)
Lessons are planned to remove barriers and ensure every student can achieve across all National Curriculum subjects.
Support is provided to develop English skills and participation in all lessons.














3. Legislation and Guidance

This policy is informed by the Independent School Standards Regulations (2014), Equality Act (2010), SEND Code of Practice (2014), and guidance from the Department for Education (DfE). 
It aligns with the expectations of the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) and Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE, 2025).


4. Roles and Responsibilities
The Proprietor
The Proprietor will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and ensure that:
A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets.
Sufficient teaching time is allocated for students to cover the National Curriculum and other statutory requirements.
Proper provision is made for students with differing abilities and needs, including those with special educational needs (SEN).
All courses offered to students  lead to qualifications (such as GCSEs) 
The school participates actively in decisions about the breadth and balance of the curriculum.
The school fulfils its role in processes relating to the dis-application of students from all or part of the National Curriculum, where appropriate, and in any subsequent appeals.
Students are provided with independent and impartial careers guidance that is appropriately resourced and meets statutory requirements.
All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have clear aims and objectives that reflect the ethos of the school and indicate how the needs of individual students will be met.
The amount of teaching time provided for each required element of the curriculum is adequate and reviewed regularly.
Requests from parents to withdraw their children from parts of the curriculum (where permitted by law) are managed appropriately.
The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements.
The Proprietor is fully involved in decision-making processes relating to the breadth and balance of the curriculum.
The Proprietor is advised on whole-school targets to support informed decisions.
Proper provision is consistently in place for students with different abilities and needs, including those with SEN.

Other Staff
All staff are responsible for ensuring that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy.
The Leadership Group, and in particular the member of the Education Lead is responsible for curriculum, must ensure that:
Each department has appropriate subject schemes of learning in place that reflect the school’s aims and show how the needs of individual students will be met.
Schemes of learning provide suitable levels of challenge, allow for clear progression between year groups, and prepare students effectively for examinations where applicable.
Each scheme of learning sets out the knowledge and skills that students will develop at each stage of their education.

4. 

5. Curriculum Organisation
The curriculum at Nazene Danielle School of Performing Arts is subject-based, with all students studying a broad range of disciplines within each year group.
Our curriculum operates on a two-year cycle, alternating between Cycle A and Cycle B. This structure is applied across all school levels—Prep School (Years 4 & 5), Lower School (Years 6 & 7), Middle School (Years 8 & 9), and Upper School (Years 10 & 11)—to ensure pupils experience the full breadth and depth of the national curriculum.
By rotating curriculum content each year, we provide a comprehensive and balanced education, giving every student the opportunity to engage with and master the essential knowledge and skills needed for academic success and personal growth.

Key Stage 2 – Prep School (Years 4 & 5)
At Key Stage 2, students study the following subjects:
English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Science, Art, French, Geography, History, PSHE, RSE, Dance, Drama, Physical Education, and IT.

Key Stage 3 – Lower School (Years 6 & 7) and Middle School (Years 8 & 9)
At Key Stage 3, students study the following subjects:
English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Science, Art, French, Geography, History, PSHE, RSE, Dance, Drama, Physical Education, and IT.

Key Stage 4 – Upper School (Years 10 & 11)
At Key Stage 4, all students follow a balanced academic and creative programme.
Compulsory subjects:
English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Science
BTEC Performing Arts (Level 2)
Optional subjects:
Art
French
History
In addition, students continue to study Dance, Drama, and Physical Education as core components of school life.
PSHE, RSE, and IT also remain part of the curriculum for personal development, though they are not examined as GCSE subjects.

The composition of year groups may vary depending on the school’s intake in any given year. Class structures are reviewed annually and determined by cohort size and the individual needs and abilities of the students we are catering for.
For the 2025–2026 academic year, the structure is as follows:

Prep School Year5/6 Curriculum Model

	Subject Area
	Hours per Week

	English
	3

	Mathematics
	3

	Science
	2.5

	Geography
	1.0

	History
	1.5

	French
	0.75

	ICT
	1.0

	Art
	1.0

	PSHE / RSE / Wellbeing
	2.0

	Ballet 
	3.75

	Tap 
	2.75

	Modern
	2.75

	Musical Theatre /  Singing / Drama 
	4.0

	Technique 
	2.0

	Jazz Lyrical / Broadway / Commercial 
	6.5

	Improv /Creative 
	1.0

	Conditioning/ Flexibility / Injury Prevention 
	3.0

	Acro 
	1.0




Lower School Year7 Curriculum Model
	Subject Area
	Hours per Week

	English
	4.25

	Mathematics
	3.5

	Science
	2.0

	Geography
	1.0

	History
	1.0

	French
	1.0

	ICT
	1.0

	Art
	1.0

	PSHE / RSE / Wellbeing
	2.0

	Ballet 
	3.75

	Tap 
	2.0

	Modern
	1.5

	Musical Theatre /  Singing / Drama 
	6.0

	Technique 
	2.0

	Horton Technique
	3.0

	Jazz Lyrical / Broadway / Commercial 
	3.0

	Improv /Creative 
	1.0

	Conditioning/ Flexibility / Injury Prevention 
	4.0

	Acro 
	1.0











Middle School Curriculum Model Year 8-9
	Subject Area
	Hours per Week

	English
	3.0

	Mathematics
	3.0

	Science
	3.25

	Geography
	1.25

	History
	3.0

	French
	1.25

	ICT
	1.0

	Art
	1.0

	PSHE / RSE / Wellbeing
	2.0

	Ballet 
	3.25

	Tap 
	1.75

	Modern
	1.0

	Musical Theatre /  Singing / Drama 
	4.0

	Horton Technique / Contemporary 
	2.5

	Jazz Lyrical / Broadway / Commercial 
	4.00

	Improv /Creative 
	1.0

	Conditioning/ Jazz Lyrical / Broadway / Commercial Flexibility / Injury Prevention 
	2.30

	Acro 
	1.0








Upper School Year 10-11
	Subject Area
	Hours per Week

	English
	3.75

	Mathematics
	3.5

	Science
	6.0

	History
	2.0

	French
	3.0

	ICT
	1.0

	Art
	3.0

	Level 2 Diploma in Theatre Arts 
	2.0

	PSHE / RSE / Wellbeing
	1.5

	Ballet 
	2.0

	Tap
	1.0

	Modern 
	1.0

	Acro
	1.0

	Jazz Lyrical / Broadway / Commercial 
	2.5

	Horton Technique / Contemporary / Improv
	3.5

	Musical Theatre / Acting / Singing
	4.0

	Jazz Lyrical / Broadway / Commercial 
	2.5









Curriculum Documentation
The following curriculum documents are published and reviewed annually:
Curriculum Policy
Curriculum Schemes for each year group, providing subject-by-subject information for parents outlining what is taught and when
Assessment Frameworks for Key stage 2 Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4, detailing how each subject measures progress against curriculum aims
Progression Maps for each subject, showing how students’ prior knowledge and skills are developed and built upon across the year groups

Assessment and Reporting
Students are formally assessed three times per academic year.
Assessment data is recorded and stored on the school drive, providing access for all teaching staff to track and support student progress effectively.
After each assessment period, reports are compiled and shared to reflect progress and attainment.
End-of-year examinations and assessments are reviewed collectively to inform the annual report.
Teachers are expected to carry out regular Assessment for Learning (AfL) activities to ensure all students make sustained and sufficient progress throughout the year.

Monitoring Arrangements
The Proprietor monitors the coverage of curriculum subjects and ensures compliance with statutory requirements through:
Meetings with curriculum lead
Fact-finding visits to meet staff and students and observe the curriculum in action
Link visits to  specific areas of the School Development Plan
Th Proprietor and Academic Lead  will monitor the delivery and quality of all subjects across the school through:
Learning walks
Lesson observations
Book monitoring
Student voice exercises
Raising Standards Meetings




Last Reviewed October 2025 
By Nazene Langfield 
Next Review Due October 2026 
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